
One Path BS5 is a collaborative design project for 
the Bristol and Bath Railway Path, seeking to address 
issues that sometimes arise on the very busy 1.5 mile 
stretch of the path between Clay Bottom and Trinity 
Street. 

Sustrans has been working in partnership with Bristol 
City Council and communities using and local to the 
railway path, to deliver this project, with funding 
from the Department for Transport. Through a series 
of workshops, surveys, online and in-person sessions, 
we have been working with different communities on 
the changes they want to see there.

The aim of this project is 
to make the path a safer, 
more inclusive space, 
where no one is excluded.

The designs here today have come a long way, 
being shaped by:

• The community engagements through October,
November and December 2019, where we
heard about what matters to people about
the path, what the difficulties are and what
improvements they could imagine.

• The ideas and feedback on initial sketch
designs, shared in December 2019

• A feasibility study, topographical information
and user count data that identifies what is
achievable within the scope of the project

• The context of the path being a managed park
and not a highway

• The Community Vision for the path, set out
following 1500 consultation responses in 2018.

Now is the time to check together that the updated 
design concepts meet the aim of this project and do 
the best they can to balance the diverse voices of 
communities who have contributed already.

Stay involved!
If you would like to stay involved you can:

> Complete the online activity for this
stage of the project, here

> Visit our website:

> Join the Bristol & Bath Railway Path -
OnePath Facebook group.

ONE PATH BS5 PROJECT 
Collaborative Design Update

http://qrco.de/Onepath

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZMTBW5R
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZMTBW5R
https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/BBRPOnePath/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/BBRPOnePath/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/BBRPOnePath/
http://qrco.de/Onepath
http://qrco.de/Onepath
https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/BBRPOnePath/
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COMMUNITY VISION  

for the path

“We are committed to a Bristol and Bath Railway Path that is a 
safe space: a park, path and place for all users, by foot or by wheel, 
enabling healthy lifestyles in a green and biodiverse corridor linking 

the two cities and communities across the West of England Combined 
Authority.

We will work with all of the communities who use the Bristol and Bath 
Railway Path to redesign and reshape it so that its value to people, 

wildlife, its localities and the region as a whole is enhanced and 
protected for generations to come.”

This vision sets the basis for the OnePath BS5 funded project and acts as a shared point of reference as the project moves forward.



WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR?

A B C D E F

Newton Park /  
St. Philips

Where would like to see these changes on the path?
Mark or write which section matters most to you and note down the section letter (A - F) on the ‘WHERE’ question of the Discovery 
Workshop sheet.

Lawrence Hill /  
Russell Town Avenue

Whitehall Road / 
Easton Community Ctr.

Owen Square Park / 
Whitehall Primary Sch

Chocolate Factory /  
Allotments

Rose Green /  
Clay Bottom

SHARED PRIORITY
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WIGGLING ROUTE
Chicane  / paint 
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ADJUSTMENTS 
OF PATH EDGES

MOVEMENT

PLACE &
EXPERIENCE 

SAFETY

ARTWORKS AND
PLAYABLE FEATURESLANDMARKS

PLANTERS, TREES, 
WILDLIFE HABITAT

SEATING
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

ACTIVITIES

ADJUSTMENTS 
OF PATH LEVELS 
FOR PRIORITY

LIGHTING

?

OTHERS SUGGESTIONS

ADJUSTMENTS 
OF PATH LEVELS 

FOR SPEED

Let’s design some changes !
Choose 3 design actions you would most like to see, and prioritise them,
Please number up to 3 design actions, in order of priority (1 being most important, 3 being third most important).

February 2019: volunteer-enabled pop-
up events and exploratory surveys.

Understanding how the whole path 
is used between Bath and Bristol.

This survey higlighted BS5 section as 
most challenging. Core themes included: 
widening; segregating; better lighting; 
signage and speed-calming.

October - December 2019: Face-
to-face  activities with diverse 
residents and community groups. 

Local community actors working with 
local residents, and the Sustrans 
team meeting a number of community 
groups, to understand views and ideas 
of different path users.

Online activities
October-November 2019: Information, 
updates and online Co-discover activity.  
Introducing the project and exploring 
issues, experiences and opportunities on 
the path.

http://qrco.de/Onepath

October 2019 x3 venues:

Exploring experiences, issues and 
opportunities together, with people 
who use and don’t use BS5 sections 
of the path. 

September 2019: on-path prompts on 
signs and banners, between Trinity Street 
and Clay Bottom.

Raising awareness and introducing 
the ONE PATH BS5 community-led 
redesign project.	

November 2019 x3 venues:

Collaboratively designing to 
issues, opportunities and locations 
highlighted through Stage 1.

December 2019 x3 venues:

Collaboratively designing to 
issues, opportunities and locations 
highlighted through Stage 1.

Sessions with 
community groups

Stage 1 workshops 
Co-discover

Stage 2 workshops
Co-design

Stage 3 workshops
Co-refine

On-path engagements



HOW HAVE PEOPLE WE HAVE HEARD FROM DESCRIBED
THEIR MAIN INTERESTS IN RELATION TO THE RAILWAY PATH?

Based on feedback and conversations from participants 
at the event.
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Based on feedback and conversations from participants 
at the event.
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Online
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WHO HAVE WE ENGAGED WITH SO FAR ?

•	 Over 200 people attended project workshops, 
through Stages 1 to 3 (estimated 150 unique 
visits). 

•	 Sustrans website visitors (Over 300 online 
collaboration activity responses)

•	 Facebook - OnePath online 
community

•	 Twitter - Sustrans network 

•	 2018-19 questionnaire respondents 
(1,500 path users) 

•	 Up Our Street – editorial, adverts 
and promotional notice boards

•	 Downend Voice (& network)

•	 Path users - on-path banners and 
plaques 

•	 Path users - on-path engagement session

•	 Media interviews and articles to raise 
awareness

•	 2,000 leaflets to BS5 homes, Stage 1

•	5,000 leaflets to BS5 homes, Stages 2, 3 & 4

•	 Face to face meetings with members of 
the Bristol Cycling Campaign

•	 Bristol Disability Equalities Forum 

•	 Bristol Physical Access Chain (& 
WECIL)

•	 Bristol Older People’s Forum

•	   Easton Mosque

•	 Easton Sikh Temples

•	 Cultural community connectors door 
knocking 

•	 Contacts with local schools and 
nurseries in the area

•	 Local Councillors
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Bristol and Bath Railway Path

Bristol and Bath Railway Path

Bristol and Bath Railway Path

Cycle Way

Widening to 4.5m not feasible
Widening to 4.5m possible with major
earthworks/retaining structures
Widening to 4.5m possible

Existing path width exceeds 4.5m

Potential route addition beyond this project

CROSS SECTIONS OF THE PATH AS IT IS NOW

Trinity
Street

Newtown
Park

St Philips
Causeway

Lawrence
Hill

Brixton
Road

Russell Town
Avenue

Easton
Community

Centre

Devon
Road

Whitehall
School

Chocolate Factory
Development

Rose Green
Road

Clay
BottomA-A

B-B
C-C D-D

E-E F-F G-G H-H
I-I

J-J K-K

L-L M-M N-N

O-O
P-P Q-Q R-R S-S

T-T U-U

V-V
W-W

X-X

A-A
Newtown Park

B-B
Western Approach to St Philips Causeway

C-C
St Philips Causeway

D-D
Between St Philips Causeway and Lawrence Hill

E-E
Between St Philips Causeway and Lawrence Hill

F-F
Lawrence Hill Bridge

G-G
Eastern Approach to Lawrence Hill Bridge

H-H
Between Lawrence Hill and Brixton Road

I-I
Brixton Road Access

J-J
Approach to the Railway Bridge

K-K
Railway Bridge

L-L
Easton Road Bridge

M-M
Adjacent to Owen Square Park

N-N
Between the Easton Community Centre Access and Devon Road Bridge

O-O
'Parklet' Between the Chelsea Park Access and Devon Road Bridge

P-P
Colston Road Access

R-R
Between Devon Road Bridge and the Whitehall School Access

S-S
Western Approach to the Bruce Road/Whitehall School Accesses

T-T
Between the Whitehall School Access and Rose Green Road Bridge

U-U
Rose Green Road Bridge

V-V
Western Approach to Clay Bottom Bends

W-W
Clay Bottom Bends

X-X
Clay Bottom Bends

Q-Q
Devon Road Bridge

Devon Road 
bridge

Easton Community 
Centre

Whitehall 
crossing

Rose Green 
Road

Clay Bottom 
approach

Brixton Road 
access

Lawrence Hill 
bridge

Trinity Street 
access

Newton Park / 
St. Philips Causeway

Devon Road 
bridge

Easton Community 
Centre

Whitehall 
crossing

Rose Green 
Road

Clay Bottom 
approach

Brixton Road 
access

Lawrence Hill 
bridge

Trinity Street 
access

Newton Park / 
St. Philips Causeway

A-A
Newtown Park

B-B
Western Approach to St Philips Causeway

E-E
Between St Philips Causeway and Lawrence Hill

G-G
Eastern Approach to Lawrence Hill Bridge

I-I
Brixton Road Access

K-K
Railway Bridge

M-M
Adjacent to Owen Square Park

O-O
‘Parklet’ between the Chelsea Park Access

Q-Q
Devon Road Bridge

S-S
Western Approach to the Bruce Road/Whitehall 

U-U
Rose Green Road Bridge

W-W
Clay Bottom Bends

X-X
Clay Bottom Bends

V-V
Western Approach to Clay Bottom Bends

T-T
Between the Whitehall School Access

R-R
Between Devon Road Bridge and the

P-P
Colston Road Access

and Devon Road Bridge

L-L
Easton Road Bridge

J-J
Approach to the Railway Bridge

H-H
Between Lawrence Hill and Brixton Road 

F-F
Lawrence Hill Bridge

D-D
Between St Philips Causeway and Lawrence Hill

C-C
St Philips Causeway

and Devon Road Bridge School Accesses

and Rose Green Road Bridge

Whitehall School Access

N-N
Between the Easton Community Centre Access



Russel Town 
Avenue 

access area

Easton 
Community 

Centre

The ‘gulley’

The parklet

Whitehall 
School

Chocolate 
Factory

development

Clay Bottom 
‘wiggle’

Trinity Street
St. Philips Road 

entrance
St. Philips 
Causeway 

bridge

Key

Zone design Feature re-designs Specifi cation only - 
subject to fundnding

Notes: 1. Each access point will also include feature design interventions not indicated above; 2. Widening certain sections is currently being reviewed for feasibility.
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A PATH FOR EVERYONE? THINGS PEOPLE HAVE TOLD US THEY WANT FROM THE PATH

Very legible 
signage - 

less is more!

Segregated 
space, 

following 
highways 
standards

More 
green space, 

not less!

More   
and better  

spots to stop 
and rest 

Reflect 
local 

neighbourhood 
identities

More 
artworks; 

tactile nature 
trails; kiosks

Using 
the path 

is an effort - 
give us more 
reasons to 

enjoy it

 

More  
chances to 

move slowly

Varied
chances to 
excercise  
and play

Protect 
and 

improve the 
biodiversity

Space 
to 

manouver for 
our kids, pets 
and buggies

 

Slower 
movement 
of travel

Chances 
to stop, 

discover and 
learn

Allow 
us space 

to walk safely 
with our 
friends

Space 
for leisure 

activity; more 
enjoyable 

landscaping

Better 
lighting,  

and plenty of 
contrast

Wider paths 
to enable safe 

and faster 
movement

Fluid 
space for  

journeys from 
A to B

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space

A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends
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Ecological constraints

Small Population of
common broomrape

Grassland on paving,
moderately species-rich

Large hazel stools

Ivy broomrape Vegetation on wall Scrub on embankment,
with large crack willow
and oak trees

Slow worm potential Ivy broomrape

Ivy broomrape

Widening to 4.5m not feasible
Widening to 4.5m possible with major
earthworks/retaining structures
Widening to 4.5m possible

Existing path width exceeds 4.5m

Potential route addition beyond this project

Physical and ownership 
restrictions prevent 

any widening here at 
present.

Increase path
to 4.5m  
average 
width

(from 3.0m current 
average width).

W
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140m  
surfaceable

380m  
surfaceable

150m  
surfaceable

160m  
surfaceable

Physical and ownership 
restrictions prevent 

any widening here at 
present.

220m  
surfaceable 

200m  
surfaceable 

Design Overview - February 2020
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Ecological constraints

Small Population of
common broomrape

Grassland on paving,
moderately species-rich

Large hazel stools

Ivy broomrape Vegetation on wall

Badger setts

Scrub on embankment,
with large crack willow
and oak trees

Slow worm potential Ivy broomrape

Ivy broomrape

Widening to 4.5m not feasible
Widening to 4.5m possible with major
earthworks/retaining structures
Widening to 4.5m possible

Existing path width exceeds 4.5m

Potential route addition beyond this project

Devon Road 
bridge

Easton Community 
Centre

Whitehall crossing Rose Green 
Road

Clay Bottom 
approach

Brixton Road 
access

Lawrence 
Hill bridge

Trinity Street 
access

Newton Park / 
St. Philips Causeway

Chocolate 
Factory

development

Trinity Street
St. Philips Road 

entrance

Key

Zone design Feature re-designs Specification only - 
subject to funding
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Concept design - St. Philips Causeway Bridge - February 2020
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Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Colour and texture 
contrasts to highlight 
different uses.

Access uses raised table 
and distinct surface 
to raise awareness of 
approach and promote 
slower speeds.

Surface pattern supports 
separated directions of 
movement, on respective 
sides of the cycleway.

•	Footway

•	Cycleway

Removal of the existing 
bollards to reduce pinch 
points and conflict. 
Option for single bollard 
in centre of cycleway.

•	Shared-use access

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

Access area - shared

Footway

Cycleway

Main path - shared

KEY

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.
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Additional access point for 
connection to main route

Contrasted colour and texture 
highlights shared access junction 
and promotes slower speeds

Grass area reduced to increase 
manouvering space, with new 
retaining wall and railing, and 
opportunities for planting

Footway, for walking-speed 
access, with resting points

Existing entrance moved 
to allow additional 
connection to main path

Extra stepped access alleviates 
pressure on level access and 
creates more welcoming entrance

Planters and seating offer social 
points away from path entrance

Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

Access area - shared

Footway
Main path - shared

KEY

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.



Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

Overview of section design - Russell Town Avenue to Easton Community Centre

Easton Road
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0m

SCALE 1:1

0.05m

A First Issue CT MW 12/02/20Path width increased 
by 1m min. average

Footway extends to 
existing bench

Shared access area

Shared access area

Directional approach strips 
alert users to access & egress 
area of junction / zone

Access area - shared

Footway
Main path - shared

KEY

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.
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“Welcome to 
Easton, Bristol” 
sign point.

Raised surface to help 
demark shared open space

Open space allows a 
number of seating and 
planting positions to be 
prototyped before final 
configuration

Railing removed for 
improved visibility

Resting point
Path width increased 
by 1m, min. average

Pattern design will be applied, with 
local input, to help identify unique 
nature of this shared space 

Existing earth mound removed, to improve 
visibility and safety, creating an open space

Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

Main path - shared

Access area - sharedKEY

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.
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Some resting points 
make most of direction 
of sunlight during the 
day. Some offer shadeSurface with contrasting 

colours. Texture to highlight 
‘calm area’ and options for 
different kinds of movement

Landcaping 
features and 
seating 

Gradated visual arrows highlight 
approach to parklet zone, and 
reinforce direction of travel  

Pocket park with 
seating and features 
for nature play and 
sensory experience

Additional hard-standing 
improves access for buggies and 
wheelchairs and opportunities 
for pop-up kiosks or stands (with 
relevant arrangements)

Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

Access area - shared

Footway
Main path - shared

KEY

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.
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Bruce Road

2 Cathedral Square, College Green, Bristol BS1 5DD
Tel: 0117 926 8893    www.sustrans.org.uk

Drawing No:

Scale at A2:Drawn:

Project:

Title:

Date:Checked:

Status:

DescriptionRev Check Date

Revision:

sustrans
JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Drawn

Bristol Bath Railway Path

Whitehall Primary School access
Proposed

CT BD 18/11/2019 1:200

DRAFT

12083-ES-DR-07 A

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and
database right 2019 OS 100023406

0m 5m

SCALE 1:200

10m

A First Issue CT BD 18/11/19

N

New ‘desire line’ path to help 
ease pressure at crossing

Social steps provide extra 
space to access, sit, stop, 
chat, rest, and help alleviate 
pressure on path ramp.

Path width increased 
by 1m, min. average

Extended pattern to 
increase awareness at 
approach to crossing.

Stopping spaces with planting 
to discourage accidental 
crossing onto path.

“Welcome to 
Whitehall, Bristol” 
sign point.

Natural play features

Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends

KEY

Main path - shared

Footway

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.
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Lighting 
improvements 
include solar eyes 
between directions 
of travel.

Concept design section - Clay Bottom - February 2020

Stepped level 
differences on the 
bank offer places to 
stop, play or relax.

“Welcome to Clay 
Bottom, Bristol” sign point.

Shallower curve to 
improve visibility 
through bend

Contrasting surface shows 
shared and changed priority, 
introducing options for 
different types of movement.

Colour and texture contrasts 
to highlight the zone

Pollinator strips

Colours are for presentation purposes, to 
indicate distinct surface treatments.  Actual 
path colours and textures are likely to vary.

Access area - shared

Footway

Cycleway

KEY

Does this design work for 

different people to use the path? 

How well does it balance experiences  
for each of the groups of activity  

and interest shown here?

Stopping & Resting

Slow, wide or multi-directional uses

Enjoying the green space
A - B linear movements

Social, community and local-cultural uses

Meandering with friends




