About the Portrait Bench

Choosing the Bedlington portraits

The Portrait Bench is a new and unique National
collection of local portraits. The figures are
inspired and chosen for their individual
contribution to the life of the community.

The public were asked to nominate Bedlington
heroes at local events and through local media
during the summer/autumn 2010. 11 nominees, or
their family, agreed to take part and the names
were put to a public vote. Over 100 votes were
received and the three ccters with the largest
number of votes were chosen.

The benches will be installed along new walking
and cycling routes as part of a national Sustrans
project to bring the National Cycle Network into the
heart of communities across the UK
Creating portraits is an old custom - honouring
individuals for their philanthropy, political prowess
or acts of heroism, and most commonly for the love
of family members. All major public spaces are
graced by statues or portraits of eminent
individuals and family photos are treasured across
the world.
Each Portrait Bench is a collection of three
distinctive, life-size local figures cut from sheet
steel and installed by a simple bench, inviting you
to sit or step up into the space and become a part
of the portrait group.
The features of each character have been simplified
while retaining their essential characteristics. The
characters reflect those things that are important to
the community; each is inspired by the local
heritage, culture and aspirations of the area; some
we’ll know and some we won’t…together they will
represent around 230 characters chosen by
thousands of people from across the UK.

This Portrait Bench is sited in Gallagher Park
alongside the newly improved walking and cycling
path, part of Bedlington’s first designated cycle
route.

New walking and cycling networks
Sustrans’ Connect2 project is bringing the awardwinning National Cycle Network deep into the
heart of communities across the UK to enable
many more people to get about on foot and by
bike.
Find out more about walking and cycling routes in
Bedlington and how to find this portrait bench at
www.sustrans.org.uk/c2/bedlington

Sustrans is the charity that’s enabling people
to travel by foot, bike or public transport for
more of the journeys we make every day.
It’s time we all began making smarter travel
choices. Make your move and support
Sustrans today.
www.sustrans.org.uk

Sustrans is a Registered Charity in the UK No. 326550 (England and Wales) SCO39263 (Scotland)
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Sir Daniel Gooch 1816-1889

Mary Weightman 1906-2005

Dr John Brown 1926-1996

Born in Bedlington, Daniel Gooch was the son of
an iron foundry manager. He spent his early years
around the Bedlington Iron Works. After an
engineering apprenticeship in Newcastle he was
recommended by Brunel to be locomotive
superintendent of the Great Western Railway at the
age of 21. During his 27 years in service he
designed 340 locomotives including the Iron Duke
and the Great Western, which were safer and
faster that previous engines.

Mary was born in Bedlington in 1906. After a brief
move to America with her family they returned in
1925 and Mary married local school teacher
William Weightman. They had one daughter, Molly.

Dr Brown served the Bedlington community for
over 50 years and was awarded an MBE.
Remembered as ‘a true gent’ who was always
willing to help others, he could often be seen with
hat and pipe, taking a walk with his boxer dog,
Rory. A member of the local Presbyterian Church,
Dr Brown was also a keen sports fan, especially
the Bedlington Cricket Club.

Gooch was chairman of the Telegraph
Construction and Maintenance Company and
masterminded the laying of the first cable under
the Atlantic. He was MP for Cricklade, awarded a
Baronetcy and was also responsible for the Severn
Tunnel Project, linking the Great Western Railways.

Mary became an active member of the community,
best known for her work helping animals. With a
friend she set up an animal clinic which became
the charity Peoples Animal Welfare Service
(PAWS). A tireless fundraiser, Mary was directly
involved in the charity into her old age and
received many awards and an MBE for her work.
The clinic in Bedlington continues to treat sick and
injured animals today.

He is particularly known for his work treating
injured miners, climbing down mine shafts to help
them at great personal risk. He instructed miners in
first aid which confirmed his link with the St John
Ambulance Brigade which was to span over five
decades. He would also give free medical
treatment for people unable to afford the fees.

