[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Date: Friday 25 June, 2010
For Immediate Release
Scottish Transport Minister opens              Fife’s newest cycle route

Fife Council Transportation Services was delighted to welcome Stewart Stevenson MP, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, to Fife this morning, Friday 25 June, 2010.

The Minister visited the historic town of Culross to officially open the Kincardine to Culross cycle route, which has created nearly six miles (10km) of traffic-free cycle path, and completed two major east/west safe cycling routes in West Fife.
Councillor Tony Martin, Chair of the Environment, Enterprise and Transportation Committee (EE&T) welcomed the Minister to the event. The Minister cut the ribbon and a special cake to mark the occasion and thanked the organisations involved. He then joined some local cyclists and volunteers who look after the route to explore the path by bicycle.
On opening the route, Scottish Minister Stewart Stevenson MSP commented:

“I’m delighted to be in Fife today to open this new £1 million route in our national network and see for myself the benefits that such routes bring to rural communities. Over the last three years Sustrans has received over £15 million of Scottish Government investment which is being used to deliver projects like this, in partnership with local authorities such as Fife Council”  
Councillor Tony Martin, Chair of the EE&T, added:

“We are honoured to have Stewart Stevenson MP here to open our new cycle route. This investment in the area will give local people the option of choosing cycling over less sustainable forms of transport, and make Fife a better place to live, work and visit.”
The new route is part of National Cycle Network route 76, the ‘Round the Forth’ route, which starts in Berwick upon Tweed and currently ends at Kirkcaldy. It also completes a range of circuits of between 10-60km around Fife and Clackmannanshire.
This year, the Kincardine to Culross path has been used by an average of 1,200 cyclists a month, as well as being a popular route with runners and dog walkers.
John Lauder, National Director of Sustrans Scotland, commented:

"This year we are celebrating fifteen years of the National Cycle Network so I am especially pleased to see the opening of this new route on one of the Network's most varied and interesting routes.  We know from our own work that traffic-free paths such as this are central to getting more people travelling actively and so look forward to seeing many walkers and cyclists enjoying the route to get around the local area."
Should you require any further information or advice about this event please contact Jennifer McEwan on 08451 55 55 55 ext 444 355.
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