QUESTIONNAIRE  FOR PARENTS

                              ( which could be modified to suit local circumstances )

                                               and    SAMPLE TEXT
                    ( which could be the basis for an accompanying letter to parents )
Dear Parent
Safe Routes To School – Survey of parents’ views
A school travel plan is being produced to try and improve the journey to and from our school. It is hoped that the travel plan will address as many concerns as possible, including pedestrian safety and the problems of car parking and congestion.

There may be money available to make some improvements. To access funds we need to find out about the problems people have travelling to and from school, then we can make a detailed case for changes backed up by facts and figures.

The ultimate aim of the School Travel Plan is to create an environment that encourages more people to walk to and from school, and to improve the journey for those who use cars or bicycles.
Please help us by completing the accompanying School Travel Questionnaire and return it to the school office before the end of term. 

Thank you.

 Travel to School Questionnaire

(Please return to school by  …………..………..)


SECTION ONE
1 
Your postcode  ………………….      (Your reply will be anonymous, but your postcode would help us


to work out the walking and car journey routes which people use.)        
2
Your child/children’s age(s)  ………………………


SECTION TWO:   About your child/children’s journey to school   (to be answered by everyone)
3 
How far do you live from school?   (Please tick one box only)

             Under 1 mile   (        1-2 miles    (       2-3 miles   (       Over 3 miles     (
[image: image1.png]



4 
How long does the journey to school take your children?    (Please tick one box only)


Less than 10 minutes  (        10-20 minutes  (         More than 20 minutes  (
5 
How does your child travel to and from school?

                  TO SCHOOL                                   FROM SCHOOL

                   Walk - all the way           
(           Walk - all the way
(
                   Car                                 
(           Car
(
                   Park and walk                 
(           Park and walk
(
                   Other                            
(           Other
(
                  (Please specify if   ‘other’ …………………………………….)
6 
If you could choose, how would you prefer your child to be able to travel to school?

             On foot     (           By car      (           By bicycle       (

SECTION THREE:    (to be answered by car users only)
7 
If you drive your child/ children to school, how many children are usually in the car?

             Own children     1  (         2   (         3    (            More than 3   (
             Other children    0  (        1   (          2    (           3 or more        (


How many of all the children are pre-school age?   
8
 Is the journey to school usually:     (Please tick as many boxes as necessary)
          a  journey specially to take children to school?
(
          a combined journey, i.e. to work, other schools etc?
(
          part of a car share arrangement?
(
9
Do you experience any of the following problems?      (Please tick as many boxes as necessary)

   
Speed of traffic – too fast                            
(         
Parking at the school


(
  
Speed of traffic too slow (i.e. congestion)    
(         
Parking near the school


(
   
Too much traffic                                         
(         
Other   (please give details)


(
 
……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………
10 
If suitable parking was available, would you be prepared to ‘park and walk’, i.e. park a bit away from the school and walk the rest of the way?

               Yes, great idea  
(                    
No, I would rather park by the school
(

               Maybe sometimes
(                      
Not practical

(
11 
Would you consider using a car sharing scheme?

               Yes    (   
No   (
____________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION FOUR:      (please answer this section if your children usually walk or cycle)  

12 
How safe do you consider your route to be?     (Please tick one box only)


Very safe   (               Fairly safe  (                    Unsafe  (                 Dangerous   (
13 
Please give details below of any particular places which you think are unsafe:

     
LOCATION (Street name if possible)                  PROBLEM (e.g. no safe place to cross)


A. …………………………………………..            …………………………………………………………..

           
B. …………………………………………..            …………………………………………………………..

C. ………………………………………….             …………………………………………………………..
14 
Can you suggest any particular improvements to make walking or cycling safer or more attractive?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………


SECTION FIVE:    A “walking bus”
A “walking bus” is a group of children walking to/from school together with parent volunteers who take it in
turns to escort them.    It follows a set route, stopping at agreed pick up points.

The council would probably be able to give assistance with setting it up.
15 
Would you be interested in your child/children using a walking bus?


Yes     (          No      (         Possibly      (
17 
Would you be willing to be a parent volunteer on a walking bus once a week?

 
Yes     (          No      (         Possibly      (
THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO ANSWER THIS SURVEY  
Please add any other comments below /overleaf
Please return your questionnaire by ……………………………………
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