


Newham’s intrepid reporters posed the hard questions about what their peers loved and hated about the streets… and what they wanted
done about it. Here are a few soundbites from their work:

Love

“...go out with your

mates and have fun.”

“It’s safe.”

“I’ve got some parks

near my streets”

“Nice people”

Step Up! continued...

The pupils were then trained by Julie from a media company Digital Voice. She taught them how to improve their camera and filming

skills along with interview techniques and animation production. Once everyone was trained and ready to go, we went out and

interviewed young people at a local shopping centre and their secondary schools!

Hate

“(It’s) dirty...rubbish
everywhere.”

“Graffiti.”

“It’s boring.”

“Dog poo.”

to be taken

Check out the video clips, download resources or get involved at http://video.stepup.org.uk

“Rubbish picked up and put

in the bin sometimes.”

“More stuff to do.”

“Not a lot of cars.”
“More

activities

being held.”
“More colour”

“Not so
much noise”

”
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Dear Sir, 

As pupils of Orchard Primary School we are writing to inform you about our

concerns over children cycling and walking to school. Although the majority of

pupils understand the benefit to their health, they are concerned over safety and

environmental issues. 

Surely it would be wise to put in walking and cycling paths to and

from school, providing safety with no dangers. Nobody could expect a child to walk

or cycle when they have to risk going on busy roads. Isn’t it obvious that cycling

paths would be an advantage? 

Carrying belongings to school can be dangerous, affecting the

children’s balance. A special pannier could be made to fit on the handle bars of

a bike, which would hold anything that the child needs to carry. This could be

designed in the school colours with a logo to provide extra safety as drivers would

know that they were school children. 

It could be very easy to simply form a walking bus. A walking bus is

where a lot of children get together at a certain time and place and then walk to

school together with volunteers. Also, children would be able to walk to school

with their friends without parents having to worry. 

Haven’t we seen enough of children trying to cross roads then getting

hurt? One way to solve this would be installing more crossings. These would help

because children cross to the middle and wait until it is clear. Furthermore, it

would be healthy for the environment. 

Finally, through cutting down the amount of pollution in the air, the

trees and the beautiful landscape would be protected. The fact is everyone

knows exhaust fumes are a serious danger to both cyclists and walkers. By

reducing the amount of vehicles, this would help ensure their life is protected. 

In conclusion, we would like to thank you for reading our ideas and hope

the government will consider them in order to increase the fitness of all children,

yet also ensure a better environment for all. 

Yours faithfully, 

Joshua Newby

T: 0117 915 0100   www.sustrans.org.uk/schooltravel   E: schools@sustrans.org.uk

Letter to the PMLetter to the PM

“Sorry mate… I didn’t see you”
Someone almost rolled into the back of me a few months back
and departed with those exact words. I was wearing a
fluorescent tabard, had a flashing rear light, a reflector, reflective
trouser band and reflective strips on my jacket. 

What particular bit did he not see??!!

Cycling itself is very safe, especially if you get your Bikeability
(National Standards) training and keep your lights on at night.
But occasionally you get the odd display of bad driving and the
CTC (the UK’s National Cyclists’ Organisation) has set up a
campaign about how to handle just such an incident as the
one above.

www.stop-smidsy.org.uk
(SMIDSY=Sorry mate, I didn’t see you) is
a website where you can report bad
driving and near-misses. Like their Fill that
Hole campaign (www.fillthathole.org.uk)
that we featured previously, this information
is used to lobby for more effective ways of
stopping bad road behaviour (you can report anti-social cycling
or walking too and people have!), be that through penalties,
road engineering, lower speeds or education.

This isn’t just for cyclists – pedestrians and other car-
drivers have contributed as well. There is also advice,
resources, FAQs, case studies and a summary of what has
been reported so far.
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Many thanks to everyone who entered – the quality

of the letters, the enthusiasm and the creative

solutions were first class. We are hoping to present

a summary of the issues and some of the letters to

the new government in the near future!

Site!that Hype

Prior to the election, Sustrans ran a competition to write a letter to the Prime Minister of whichever

party won, to let him know what was wrong with the school journey and how it could be improved.

We had over 2500 entries and a tough job selecting the winner, but finally chose Joshua Newby of

Orchard Primary School in Nottinghamshire. Here’s what he wrote:



Please send stories, photos or any ideas to: Alistair Goulding, Sustrans, 2 Cathedral Square, College Green, Bristol,
BS1 5DD T: 0117 915 0106    E: alistair.goulding@sustrans.org.uk

The School Travel project is co-ordinated by Sustrans and supported by the Department for Transport, The Scottish Government, charitable

trusts and Sustrans supporters.

Naked Streets? Is this
something from the
South of France? 

A continental idea to be sure, but nothing

to do with nudity, thankfully! The concept is

to remove all the usual street “furniture” –

signs, signals, railings, road markings,

sometimes even kerbs and pavements –

from a street, or literally to strip a street

down to the basics. Another name for it

would be “shared space” – but that

wouldn’t have got your attention, would it!

That sounds dangerous. Those
signs are designed to help us.
Actually, it’s been shown to improve safety.

Counter-intuitive, but there is good

evidence to show that the more we try to

keep people and vehicles segregated, the

faster vehicles travel – since they assume

that the street space “belongs” to them. If

it isn’t clear whether cars should be there,

they travel much more slowly.  

Nice theory,
but who’s been
brave enough
to try it?
One famous

example is a chap

called Hans

Monderman, a traffic engineer in the

Netherlands for many years. He said “The

trouble with traffic engineers is that when

there's a problem with a road, they always

try to add something. To my mind, it’s

much better to remove things.”  To prove

the safety of many of his redesigned

streets and junctions, he would walk

through them, backwards! Those projects

also helped clear-up congestion, by

keeping everything flowing (rather than

stop-starting at traffic lights)

The continent’s one thing, more
people walk and cycle there, but
no-one would do that here.
Wrong! There are more and more projects

that are applying the principles to streets in

the UK – although very few remove

everything. Recent examples include

Kensington High Street in London, New

Road in Brighton,

and the ring

road in

Ashford. And

its not just for

big cities – the

principles are

also very

appropriate in 

rural villages too. Giant yellow

signs and lines outside pretty thatched

cottages is not a good look, now is it?

So there are absolutely no
physical safety measures or
signage?
It depends how you see “safety measures”

– in Kensington High Street, they’ve left the

traffic lights and signs, but they removed

hundreds of metres of guard rails. This has

led to a significant fall in traffic accidents,

even though the cycle parking is now all in

the middle island between the two traffic

lanes. It’s safer because pedestrians can

now get everywhere – so drivers expect to

have to see them and wait for them.

Concerns have been raised about certain

design features that are sometimes used

– removing kerbs and traffic lights can

make it difficult for blind people to

navigate the street. The bottom line is

that designers need to work with a range

of people to come up with a design that

works for everyone.

”
Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. Our vision is a world in
which people choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment.
Every day we are working on practical, innovative ways of dealing with the transport
challenges that affect us all.
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Pete’s Fantabulous Jargon 

De-mystification Contrapulation

Naked Streets

De-cluttered streets in Kensington.

Nice to look at, easy to travel through.

Railings and signs stripped from Kensington

High Street.... and traffic accidents are down.


