


The pupils were then frained by Julie €rom a media company Digital Voice. She faught them how fo improve their Camera and Cilming
skills along with interview fechniques and animation production, Once everyone was {rained and ready 1o 99, we went ovt and
inferviewed young people at a local shopping Cenfre and fheir secondary schools!

Newham'’s intrepid reporters posed the hard questions about what their peers loved and hated about the streets... and what they wanted
done about it. Here are a few soundbites from their work:

Hate ACIION | to be taken

“I's boring.”

“(IF's) dirty..rubbisk,
everyiuhere,”

\\Dofi POO.’/

Check out the video clips, download resources or get involved at

Short Film Competition:

‘My National Cycle Network’

Aardman exclusive

: Under 11 yrs: A family prize
Make a creative, entertaining film P from Aardman Animation that
to show us what the National Cycle [l * 7 ; Is so exclusive, we can’t
Network means to you, to help us > even tell you what it is yet.
celebrate its 15th birthday. Where ) .

does it take you, who do you SN VIP festival tickets

meet, how does it inspire you? il :;e E} :’ﬁ{;‘;rt;‘éfs passes to

a) use a camcorder, digital camera or mobile e s NASS Action Sports and
b) upload your entry to YouTube, it must be - Music Festival.
two minutes or under 3

c) enter online from 5 July to 30 Sept 2010. Ml Holiday for four
|7 Adults: A short break for

four people in a superb

- ':. Get f"ming to Win! 4 -_ _— A Forest Holidays cabin.

A}

- --. -, Enter online at:
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!
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. www.myncn.org.uk  sustrans
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Railings and signs
High Street.... and tra

ARy
Pete’s Fantabulous

pe-mysti

Naked Streets? Is +his

something from the

South of France?
A continental idea to be sure, but nothing
to do with nudity, thankfully! The concept is
to remove all the usual street “furniture” —
signs, signals, railings, road markings,
sometimes even kerbs and pavements —
from a street, or literally to strip a street
down to the basics. Another name for it
would be “shared space” — but that
wouldn’t have got your attention, would it!

That sounds dangerous. Those
signs are designed to help us.
Actually, it’s been shown to improve safety.
Counter-intuitive, but there is good
evidence to show that the more we try to
keep people and vehicles segregated, the
faster vehicles travel — since they assume
that the street space “belongs” to them. If
it isn’t clear whether cars should be there,
they travel much more slowly.

stripped from Kensington
ffic accidents are down.

Jargon

fication Contrapulatio‘r_l

Nice +heory,

but who's been

brave enough

to +ry i+7

One famous

example is a chap

called Hans

Monderman, a traffic engineer in the
Netherlands for many years. He said “The
trouble with traffic engineers is that when
there's a problem with a road, they always
try to add something. To my mind, it's
much better to remove things.” To prove
the safety of many of his redesigned
streets and junctions, he would walk
through them, backwards! Those projects
also helped clear-up congestion, by
keeping everything flowing (rather than
stop-starting at traffic lights)

The continent's one thing, more
people walk and cycle there, but
no-one would do that here.
Wrong! There are more and more projects
that are applying the principles to streets in
the UK — although very few remove
everything. Recent examples include
Kensington High Street in London, New
Road in Brighton,
and the ring
road in
Ashford. And
its not just for
big cities — the
principles are
also very
appropriate in

7 De-cluttered streets
. Nice tolook at, easy

rural villages too. Giant yellow
signs and lines outside pretty thatched
cottages is not a good look, now is it?

So there are absolutely no
physical safety measures or
signage?

[t depends how you see “safety measures”
—in Kensington High Street, they’ve left the
traffic lights and signs, but they removed
hundreds of metres of guard rails. This has
led to a significant fall in traffic accidents,
even though the cycle parking is now all in
the middle island between the two traffic
lanes. It's safer because pedestrians can
now get everywhere — so drivers expect to
have to see them and wait for them.

Concerns have been raised about certain
design features that are sometimes used
— removing kerbs and traffic lights can
make it difficult for blind people to
navigate the street. The bottom line is
that designers need to work with a range
of people to come up with a design that

works for everyone. , ,

Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. Our vision is a world in
which people choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment.
Every day we are working on practical, innovative ways of dealing with the transport

challenges that affect us all.
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