
Malborough – Salcombe 

A new quarter-mile section of the
high quality traffic-free cycle/walkway
between Malborough and Salcombe is
now open. Work on phase 3, another mile
or so from opposite the Garden Nursery to
the approaches to Salcombe, awaits
planning permission but should begin this
year. This will mean that the 3-mile route
to Salcombe alongside the fast and busy
A384 (which has no footway) will almost
be complete. The new cycle/walkway,
funded by Devon County Council and
Objective 2, will be of great benefit to the
local community and to the area’s many
visitors, offering really  attractive traffic-free
access with wonderful views over the
estuary and South Hams hinterland. Great
support has been given by the two
communities and their town and parish
councils. The two local primary schools at
Malborough and Salcombe are keen to
link up using the route for journeys and
inter-school activities. 

Malborough to Plymouth 

Rangers are signing the route, and
Devon County Council are adding highway
signs at key junction and crossings, with
interpretation and information boards
along the way.

The Ruby Way

This exciting project, being created
in stages, will ultimately create a route
stretching from Hatherleigh via Holsworthy
to Bude, linking to the Tarka Trail at the
northern end.  Short sections are already
open at Highampton, Hollacombe and
Derriton Viaduct, and in June a 2.5-mile
section was opened from Halwill Junction
to Cookworthy Forest Centre. It runs
through a Devon Wildlife Trust reserve on
an elevated boardwalk, to avoiding
damaging the wonderful wildflower
meadows. The route continues on the
former railway and then on forest tracks
thanks to an agreement with Forest
Enterprise.

Closing the Bickleigh Gap at last

The Bickleigh Gap has been a
notorious problem on the Plym Valley Path
for 23 years now, meaning that people had
to climb in 1 in 4 hill before returning to the
railway path. A sustained effort by Devon
County Council over 8 years with support
from Sustrans has meant that the relevant
land problems have finally been resolved
and a route has been painstakingly pieced
together.  Work started in August, and the
gap should at last be closed by the end of
September, opening up the Plym Valley
Path to many more users.  

A land agreement with Maristowe Estate
for a route from Horrabridge and across
Roborough Down to Yelverton and
Clearbrook, including most of the Plym
Valley Path, has been finalised.  This is the
longest agreement yet reached in a single
deal in Devon, a distance of about 5 miles.
It will immediately allow the informal
section of National Route 27 between
Yelverton and Clearbrook to be properly
signed, secures the Plym Valley Path on a
proper lease, enables the Bickleigh Gap
scheme above to go ahead and will
ultimately allow the path over the
Common from Horrabridge to Yelverton to
be built.

A further section at Tavistock College to
Crowndale Road has been built, and the
new bridge over the Tavy should follow
over the next year. 

Cornwall

Completing the Cornish Way 

A bid is being submitted for Objective One
funding for the south coast leg of the
Cornish Trail – a 56-mile route between
Cremyll, Torpoint and Bodmin, with a
network of local links to local communities
and amenities.  Match funding has already
been secured, and we hope that
construction will begin over the winter. 

Bodmin

A route is being built to extend the
Camel Trail into the centre of Bodmin, and
around the south of the town, linking to
local homes and other local facilities
including the leisure centre and the FE
college.  It will also link the Trail to the
Halgavor Bridge.  Work is scheduled for
completion over the winter.

Clay Trails

The long-planned 2-mile traffic-free
link from Wheal Martyn China Clay
Museum to St Austell has been built over
the summer, and is currently on schedule
for completion in September.

Safe Routes to Schools 

As a result of the Department for
Transport-funded Links to Schools project,
links to the National Cycle Network have
been opened to Newquay’s  Tretherras
School, and to Bude Junior School and
Budehaven Community School.  The link
to Poltair Community School and Sports
College in St Austell was finished over 
the summer.

Summer events in Cornwall

Cycling had great prominence at the Royal
Cornwall Show in June, where thousands
of people visited the stand that Sustrans
shared with the county’s cycling team.
The new Cornwall Cycling Guide was
launched at the event.

The three-week Cornwall Festival of
Cycling in July visited 16 schools, five
town centres and a major supermarket. 
In all, around 6,500 people, whose ages
ranged from 6 months to 65 years, tried
out an amazing variety of bikes, trikes,
trailers and other human-powered vehicles. 

Sustrans was at the Eden Project
throughout August, and will be at the
Bodmin Festival of Cycling at the Dragon
Leisure Centre, on Sunday 25th
September. 

Wiltshire 

National Route 45 is now almost
complete in the Swindon area, and most
of the signing is in place.  The local
Ranger group has also been busy with
scrub clearance, and tree-planting on the
Chiseldon to Marlborough railway path. 

This could be the ideal undemanding ride.
It is fairly flat, the railway stations at either
end are one stop apart, and much of it is
not on the road.  It also has the advantage
of taking you through some of Dorset’s
beautiful countryside and delightful villages
to its historic county town.  

Maiden Newton is an old market town.
The Saxon doorway (now blocked) of 
its parish church is reputed to be the
oldest in England, and its market cross
dates back to the 15th century. The White
Horse, its old coaching inn (rebuilt in
1912), features in Thomas Hardy’s Tess of

the d’Urbevilles, where Maiden
Newton is thinly disguised as
Chalknewton.

From the station you ride into
Maiden Newton, joining National
Route 26 for a short section of the
A356, then you are on the back
roads through the hamlets of Frome
Vauchurch and Cruxton, joining a
bridleway alongside the river Frome.
The next on-road section passes
within a quarter of a mile of
Frampton, where the village green
alone is well worth the short detour,
and one of the bridges was
designed by Sir Christopher Wren.  

Make sure you turn right coming out
of Southover.  This will bring you
onto the next section of bridleway
which is rough for about half a mile,
and is most suitable for mountain

bikes or robust tourers, then a tarmac-
surfaced bridleway will take you into
Muckleford.  Please take care at the
crossroads, then follow the lane to
Bradford Peverell, birthplace of John
Hutchins, Dorset’s most famous historian.
Turn left on leaving the village, and
continue to the busy A37. Cross with care,
then join the shared foot/cycleway.  After
about half a mile, take the signed left turn
through the village of Charminster.  Once
you are through the village, you turn right
onto the cycle track along the Dorchester
to Sherborne road.  At the bottom of the
hill by the pub, a new traffic-free route
takes you over the water meadows, and
onto Glyde Path Road (note Hangman’s
Cottage on the right, which really was!).
Take a sharp left up the short hill, and at
the end of the road you are on Dorchester
High Street.

The old streets of this compact county
town (Thomas Hardy’s Casterbridge) merit
further exploration.  Hardy fans may wish
to visit Max Gate, the house he built on
the south-eastern edge of the town: check
www.nationaltrust.org.uk  for opening
times.  You can return to Maiden Newton
by train from Dorchester West station.
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Rangers on a section of route
created by a Sustrans workcamp

Maiden Newton to Dorchester

The Route

National Route: 26
Distance: 8 miles
Terrain: fairly level with two
short climbs at the end, a mix
of traffic-free routes, shared
footways, bridleways and
quiet roads
Public transport: railway
stations at Maiden Newton
and Dorchester
Bike hire: Dorchester cycles -
01305 268787
Maps: Cycling in West Dorset
– leaflet available from
Dorchester TIC, who will post
it on request
OS maps: Explorer 117,
Landranger 194
Tourist information:
Dorchester TIC – 01305
267992
Places to search for on
Sustrans website mapping:
Maiden Newton, Dorchester
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