
News from the Newcastle office

As this route is predominantly downhill into
Sunderland, and the prevailing wind is
westerly, there is a strong argument for
riding it from west to east unless you are

looking for more of a challenge.  It is part
of the C2C, the first of the National Cycle
Network ‘challenge’ routes, but this is one
of its gentler sections. 

Much of the route follows the
line of the former Stanhope &
Tyne Railway, Britain’s first
commercial railway, which was
finally closed in 1985 following
the demise of the Consett
steelworks.  When the route
was built in the late 1990s,
Sustrans commissioned
artworks to punctuate the
route, and just south of Consett
you will see Terris Novalis by
internationally renowned artist
Tony Cragg, a theodolite and
an engineer’s level at twenty
times life size, on heraldic
animal feet. 

There is plenty to visit along the route.
Between Stanley and Beamish you pass
the intriguingly named Hell Hole Wood,
managed by the Woodland Trust and part
of the Great North Community Forest.
The Beamish Open Air Museum is famous
for bringing history to life, and its 19th
century manor house and early 20th
century town, colliery and railway station
are well worth a visit.  Further along the
ride, the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
Centre at Washington is a haven for over-
wintering migratory waterbirds, and has
large flocks of curlews and redshanks –
bring your binoculars.  

The route into Sunderland takes you past
the much-praised new Stadium of Light,
along the riverside with its impressive
artwork trail, through the marina and onto
the beach at Roker, where people
completing the C2C traditionally dip their
front wheels in the North Sea.

W2W Route Launch
The new 151-mile Walney to Wearside
Route was launched on 1 June. The first
riders to complete the route were a group
of Cumbria Police, who took 3 days to
ride from Irish Sea to North Sea. The route
has been generally acknowledged as a bit
more challenging than the C2C.  The map
sold out within 10 days of the launch,
and had to be reprinted.  The route has
its own website (www.cyclingw2w.info).

Diversion of Coast & Castles
route

National Route 1 had to be diverted
following the closure of a level crossing at
Goswick by Network Rail.  Cyclists are
asked to follow the yellow diversion signs
between Scremerston, Ancroft and
Fenwick. We hope to construct a better
route following the coast to Beal and the
Holy Island Causeway over the coming
year, as soon as funding is available.  Visit
the Sustrans website for an online map of
the diversion.  For further information
contact Sustrans Newcastle office 0191
261 6160.

Hadrian’s Cycleway

Construction is now underway on
a new path up the notoriously steep
Greenhead Bank in Northumberland.
Cyclists will now be able to push (or ride!)
their bikes uphill in safety, avoiding the
very busy B6318.

We are negotiating with landowners for
permission to construct a second path
from Greenhead to nearby Gilsland.

Meanwhile, we are working with
Newcastle Council to improve the signage
of National Route 72 and its link routes
through Newcastle.  In North Tyneside, we
have part-funded a new cycle bridge to
replace the dilapidated footbridge crossing
of Willington Gut. 

At the eastern end of the route, we are
working on a project to bring a landmark
artwork to Tynemouth where National
Routes 1 and 72 meet the C2C, overlooking
the sea.  Send us your ideas on a
postcard to Newcastle@sustrans.org.uk! 

Easington, County Durham

Sustrans staff and voluntary
Rangers are working with Easington
District Council on a new project to
manage the route between Haswell and
Hart.  Improvement and repair
programmes will take place over the
coming year.

Lord Carlisle Railway

A new 2.5-mile railway path has
been built as part of National Route 72,
enabling cyclists to cross the
Northumberland-Cumbria border avoiding
the busy A road. The route links to the
Pennine Cycleway at Lambley and runs
along the southern fringe of the RSPB’s
Geltsdale Reserve, currently finishing at
the village of Tindale. The second phase of
the project is due to begin later this year
and will complete a further 2.5 miles of
traffic-free path linking via minor roads to
Brampton, where it rejoins the main
section of Hadrian’s Cycleway. The works
cost £250,000 with funding from One
North East and Aggregates Levy
Sustainability Fund.

New trunk road crossing

A new 0.6-mile path created with
support from the National Trust, linking to
an underpass under the A69, now
provides a safe crossing for cyclists on the
Pennine Cycleway, and for children cycling
to school in Haltwhistle from surrounding
villages. The work was jointly funded by
Northumberland Strategic Partnership and
the Department for Transport Links to
Schools Fund.

Tees Valley

New sections of route have
been constructed alongside the River Tees
around the Transporter Bridge in
Middlesbrough and on the North Bank
linking to Stockton. These sections will
form part of the 8 Bridges route which will
eventually provide a circuit of traffic-free
routes between Stockton and
Middlesbrough taking full advantage of the
regenerated riverside development, linking
leisure facilities and nature reserves.

New sections are also being constructed
linking Middlesbrough to Redcar via
Normanby, Eston and South Lackenby.

Other links to schools

Sustrans has helped to fund many links
between the National Cycle Network and
nearby schools.  Two high-profile launch
events took place in July, at Venerable
Bede School in Sunderland (link to
National Route 1), and St Wilfrid’s School
in South Shields (link to National Route 14). 

In Darlington, three links have enhanced
the local route network which will
eventually link into National Route14.
The link between Abbey Infants and

Junior schools and Hummersknot School
was completed and opened in May.

Other links were completed in
Middlesbrough, upgrading a section of
National Route 65, and in Redcar where a
link was provided between National Route
1 and Dormanstown.

Events

Tall Ships - Thanks very much to all the
volunteers who joined Sustrans and
Gateshead Council staff to run a stall
throughout the Tall Ships Festival in
Newcastle.  Many thousands of people
visited the stall, we got our message
across very effectively, and recruited loads
more people to the Sustrans cause. 

Publications

Tees Valley - A new cycle map of Stockton
is the first of a set of five covering the Tees
Valley area as part of a comprehensive
audit of existing and potential cycle routes
in the area. Darlington’s map will be next.
There will ultimately be an online cycle
journey planner hosted on
www.doitbycycle.com  - Tees Valley
cycling promotion website.

Cycle Northumbria, England's North East
Region - A new 60-page brochure about
the 600 miles of National Cycle Network
routes, traffic-free railway paths, quiet
country lanes and forest trails in the North
East of England is available on request -
email ttinfo@onenortheast.co.uk or ring
from the
North
East
England
Visitor
Helpline
on
08701
601781.
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The route near Beamish 

Consett & Sunderland Railway Path

The Route

Where: Lydgett’s Junction
(Consett) to Roker (Sunderland)
National Route: 7
Distance: 26 miles one way if
you tackle the whole route, ideal
for breaking up into sections:
Consett to Beamish (10.5 miles
each way), Beamish to
Washington (7.5 miles) or
Washington to Sunderland (8 miles)
Terrain: Mostly traffic-free, mostly
downhill if you’re heading
eastwards to Sunderland
Public transport: railway stations
at Chester-le-Street (about one
mile south of the route at Pelton)
and Sunderland
Bike hire: Darke Cycles,
Sunderland - 0191 510 8155
Maps: National Cycle Network
C2C map NN7AA £5.99 from
Sustrans
OS maps: Explorer 307 and 308,
Landranger 88
Tourist information:
Sunderland TIC - 0191 553
2000/1/2
Places to search for on
Sustrans website mapping:
Consett, Beamish, Washington,
Sunderland4
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The inaugural riders take a well-earned rest
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