
Swansea
The City and County of Swansea’s
attractive new Beaufort Reach

Bridge across the River Tawe at Landore
now links the west side of the river
(Plasmarl and Brynhyfryd) with National
Route 43, forming part of the cross-valley
link through the Enterprise Park.  It is an
excellent example of the need to provide
vital links to increase the practical utility of
the National Cycle Network. The scheme
was funded by a National Assembly
Transport Grant.

Fantastic Flintshire
Flintshire County Council has
been busy constructing the

first phases of the Dee Coastal Path in the
Flint and Deeside area. The A548 Aber
Road to Dee Cottages section was
completed earlier in the year, including the
widening of a shared use footway
between Bagillt and Castle Park Industrial
Estate, as well as three toucan crossings.
The route then passes Flint Castle and
joins the riverside near Flint Football
Ground.

Between Hawarden Bridge and Chester,
Flintshire County Council, in collaboration
with Cheshire County Council, has recently
completed a 6.5-mile section of Regional
Route 89 along the top of the flood
embankment on the north bank of the
River Dee. The three-metre wide route
also includes a new controlled crossing at
the Blue Bridge, improved access under
the A494/A550 Trunk Road and access
improvements at Higher Ferry. This
excellent new facility connects to National
Route 5 at Hawarden Railway Bridge and
Chester, and completes a circular route
that is suitable for families and new
cyclists as well as the experienced tourer.

Progress in Powys 
The National Cycle
Network continues

to grow in Powys, where a number of
important new routes have recently been
completed. At Derwenlas, to the south
west of Machynlleth, a new community
route has been built alongside the A487,
funded by the Welsh Assembly
Government. This provides an invaluable
alternative for local people to the fast and
busy Aberystwyth to Machynlleth road. It
also forms the next phase of the future
extension of National Route 82 from
Machynlleth to Aberystwyth. The route
was opened on 21st July, when a large
group of local walkers and cyclists

travelled along the route from Derwenlas
to Machynlleth.

To the south of Llanidloes, the first phase
of a new community route to Cwmbelan
(linking to National Routes 8 and 81) has
been completed alongside the busy A470.
This Welsh Assembly Government-funded
scheme will be completed this autumn
with the installation of a new bridge over
the River Dulas.

Lôn Cambria (National Route 81) has been
signed through Powys. This new route has
been
developed in
partnership
with
Shropshire,
Powys and
Ceredigion
County
Councils, and
will now be
officially
launched next
Spring. The
route runs east from Aberystwyth to the
Elan Valley, where it joins Lôn Las Cymru
north as far as Llanidloes. It then
continues north-easterly to Newtown and
Welshpool, before crossing the border to
join National Route 81 at Shrewsbury.

Assembly Ministers get on their bikes
Three Cabinet Ministers got on their bikes
to demonstrate Welsh Assembly
Government support for Bike Week.
Flintshire, Powys and
Swansea County
Councils all held events
with support from
Sustrans. 

A new link to Zone 3 of
the Deeside Industrial
Park was officially
opened by Alun Pugh,

Minister for Culture, Welsh
Language and Sport. The route
was constructed with the co-
operation of the WDA, Deeside
Wildlife Trust and Railway Paths
Ltd.  This section incorporates
new access between Deeside
Industrial Park Zones 2 and 3 for
the ‘Demand Responsive
Transport Service’ (the Deeside
Shuttle Bus) as well as a link
from National Route 5.

In Mid Wales, Powys County
Council’s new guide, Cycling in

Mid Wales and the Brecon Beacons, was
launched at the Elan Valley Visitor Centre
by Carwyn Jones, Minister for
Environment, Planning and Countryside.
The guide lists a variety of routes in the
area aimed at families, tourers and
mountain bikers, as well as links for public
transport and accommodation.

Andrew Davies, Minister for Economic
Development and Transport,
demonstrated the importance of the
National Cycle Network for commuters by

using it for part of the
journey from his home to
join cyclist employees of
Swansea City Council at
a Bike Breakfast. After

the breakfast, the Minister
took his bike on the train to
Bridgend for the official
opening of the new Vale of
Glamorgan railway line
between Bridgend and Cardiff.

New leaflets for Wales
Two new leaflets have been developed
promoting the National Cycle Network 
in Wales. The Go Free Range in Wales
leaflet highlights the national network
routes in Wales including Lôn Las Cymru,
the Celtic Trail and Lôn Cambria.  The
Traffic-Free Cycling guide identifies many
of the traffic-free sections of route ideal for
a great day out.

thehub
Autumn 2005 Wales  

Chester to Connah’s Quay Railway Path

Chester to Connah’s Quay

This could be the ideal undemanding ride.
It is fairly flat, the railway stations at either
end are directly linked (not Hawarden
Bridge), and it’s traffic-free.

The railway path (National Route 5), a
tranquil green corridor through Chester,
begins at Fairfield Road, just off the A56
Hoole Road. The route was formerly the
Mickle Trafford to Dee Marsh railway line,
which carried passengers as well as
serving the Hawarden Bridge steelworks.
Now it is a much-appreciated haven for
local walkers and cyclists.

If you are starting from Chester railway
station, a pleasant alternative to the main
roads is to cross Station Road and
continue straight on down City Road to the

end, where you can join National Route 45
along the towpath of the Shropshire Union
Canal.  This will take you through the
centre of the Roman city of Chester in
style, right past the 13th century cathedral.
The city itself has many claims on your
attention: it is the most complete walled
city in the UK, and as well as its wonderful
old buildings it is also home to England’s
largest zoo, and it was recently voted the
best shopping city in the country.

The railway path and the canal towpath
converge near the water meadow at
Abbot’s Meads, and the ride continues
along the railway path (National Route 5)
through Blacon and out into the Wirral’s
rich farmland, with the Clwyd Hills as a
backdrop. The route for cyclists and

walkers across the Dee at Hawarden
Bridge has recently benefited from
£400,000 worth of improvements funded
by the Welsh Assembly Government.  The
ride ends at the quayside.  

National Route 5 continues on a mix of
roads and traffic-free routes to the eastern
outskirts of Flint, then resumes on the
western side of the town with an interim
on-road route to Prestatyn, where it
continues traffic-free to just beyond Rhôs-
on-Sea.  Plans to extend the railway path
eastwards from Chester to Mickle Trafford
await the outcome of a decision about a
scheme to put a guided busway along the
old railway line. 

The Route

National Route: 5
Distance: 8 miles
Terrain: traffic-free and flat
Public transport: railway
stations at Chester, Shotton,
and Hawarden Bridge
Maps: route leaflet available
locally or from Sustrans
OS maps: Explorer 266,
Landranger 117
Tourist information:
Chester - 01244 402111,
Mold - 01352 759331
Places to search for on
Sustrans website mapping:
Chester, Shotton (Flintshire)

Andrew Davies demonstrates integrated transport
Credit: City and County of Swansea Council

Carwyn Jones at the Elan Valley launch
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The new Beaufort Reach Bridge is installed
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