





Quality in Play

7.33 Quality in Play is a quality assurance system
developed by playwork practitioners for
school-age play and childcare provision,
robustly tested through a pilot programme
to ensure it was fit for purpose across a range
of play providers. Growing numbers of play
providers across the country have used it to
raise standards and demonstrate quality play
provision. It is now being rolled out
nationally by Play England, in support of the
Play Strategy’s aims.

The role of the third sector

7.34 The third sector is already a significant local
provider for play, and the responses to the
consultation called for further support to
build the third sector. An effective local third
sector body can act as a strong champion for
play in local authority business, and a

7.35

7.36
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channel for engaging communities and
supporting volunteering. However, we
recognise that many third sector play
organisations have concerns about attracting
funding.

Significant funding is being made available
from the Office of the Third Sector to support
the third sector, including the £130 million
Grassroots Grants and £70 million
Communitybuilders programmes. Play
England will be signposting this as they work
with local authorities.

We aim to see a greater role for the third
sector in the longer-term delivery of our
vision, and in our capital programme. We
plan to work with the play third sector to
carry out a review of their value-added,
capacity and sustainability.

Glamis Adventure Playground, led by Play Association Tower Hamlets. Photo: Play England
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New support for local, third sector play
provision

We are investing £1.5 million in third sector-run
adventure playgrounds and providing funding
to help build third sector infrastructure locally

7.37

7.38

This funding will be made

available from April 2009 to help refurbish
existing third sector-run adventure
playgrounds, which provide important play
opportunities to some of the neediest
children. Further details of how we will
manage this funding will be released shortly.

In Chapter 3, ‘More places to play’, we also
announced additional support via Play
England to develop third sector play
infrastructure locally, in order to enable
communities to be fully involved in the
improvements to their play areas.

Involving business

7.39

Businesses and employers are already
contributing to play provision in a range of
ways — from the Sainsbury ‘Active Kids’
campaign to business partnerships with
voluntary sector organisations working with
young people, to teams of volunteers
helping to refurbish facilities. We will learn
from existing good practice to help more
businesses find out about how they can

get involved.




Glossary

Adventure playground: An open access play
setting staffed by trained playworkers where
children can find materials and support to build
and adapt their play space, have fun and take
managed risks in a safe environment. They will
normally have indoor facilities and are often
located in high-density urban areas, where other
safe outdoor play opportunities in parks and green
spaces will be limited

Adventure playpark: shares many characteristics
with an adventure playground, but will be part of a
wider park or green space and will often support a
range of family activities

CABE: The Commission for Architecture and the
Built Environment

CLG: Communities and Local Government

Community: Sustainable communities are places
where people want to live and work, now and in
the future. They meet the diverse needs of existing
and future residents, are sensitive to their
environment, and contribute to a high quality of
life. They are safe and inclusive, well planned, built
and run, and offer equality of opportunity and
good services for all

DCMS: The Department for Culture, Media and Sport

DCSF: The Department for Children, Schools and
Families

DfT: The Department for Transport
DH: The Department of Health

Neighbourhood: Geographically localised
community
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Open access: Staffed play provision where
children can come and go as they wish

Play: What children and young people do when
they follow their own ideas and interests in their
own way and for their own reasons, balancing fun
with a sense of respect for themselves and others

Play area/space: A free and accessible space that
provides unrestricted opportunities for play and
informal recreation for children and young people.
Play spaces include equipped playgrounds,
kickabout areas, adventure playgrounds and
skateparks

Play ranger: Detached playworkers, or ‘play
rangers’, travel to specific sites in communities at
advertised hours to bring play opportunities to
children and families, often involving volunteers

Playground: The area provided by a school for
children to spend their breaktimes

Playworker: Playworkers plan, organise and
oversee part in play and leisure activities for
children. They work in various settings, such as
adventure playgrounds, after-school clubs and
holiday playschemes. Their work could involve
activities ranging from art, crafts or drama, to
taking children on outings, and from cookery to
outdoor games. They specialise in enabling play to
be child-led, whilst providing rules and boundaries
around behaviour

PSA: Public Service Agreement

Third sector: Voluntary and community groups,
social enterprises and charities
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Annex A
Play Pathfinder authorities

First 20 Play Pathfinders

The first 20 local authorities to become Pathfinders were announced in April 2008:

East of England South East
Cambridgeshire Portsmouth
East Midlands East Sussex
Nottingham City South West
Bristol
London
Hackney Bath and North East Somerset
Tower Hamlets West Midlands
Camden Wolverhampton
Enfield Dudley
Kensington and Chelsea Yorkshire and The Humber
North East Rotherham
Sunderland East Riding
North Tyneside
North West
Knowsley
Blackburn
Rochdale

Final 10 Play Pathfinders

Alongside this Strategy, we are now announcing 10 final Pathfinders:

East of England South East

Luton Oxfordshire

London South West

Lambeth Cornwall

Merton West Midlands

North East Sandwell

Newcastle Yorkshire and The Humber
North West Kirklees

Wigan

Blackpool
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Endorsements from stakeholders

The Association of Directors of Children’s
Services

“The ADCS very much welcomes the Government’s
new Play Strategy. The Strategy will help local
authorities, their partners and communities to
transform public parks, children’s play areas and
school grounds so that all children have the
opportunity to enjoy playing outside with their
friends in a safe, stimulating and exciting
environment.”

The Local Government Association

“The Local Government Association welcomes this
Play Strategy. Providing positive and stimulating
places for children to play has always been an
important aspect of the work of local authorities.
From adventure playgrounds to support for
voluntary sector play centres and out-of-school
provision, local authorities have played a leading
role in the development of play opportunities for
children.

“Improving and extending children’s play areas
and making neighbourhoods more child-friendly —
creating places where children can thrive - is not
only good for children; it is good for their families
and communities too.

“England’s councils take play very seriously. We
need to raise the profile of play and those who
work in play. The Play Strategy highlights the
crucial opportunity for local authorities to develop

play opportunities as part of their integrated
strategy for children. It reinforces that local
government will continue to do all it can to support
play and encourages the play sector to work with it
to take full advantage of the opportunities offered.
It should enable councils to work with other
agencies and with children and families themselves
to make play come alive in the best way possible
for them and their communities.”

The Association of Chief Police Officers

“The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) is
pleased to support the Government’s Play
Strategy. An environment that is welcoming and
accepting of children and young people playing
sociably and respectfully outside and meeting
their friends is the sign of a healthy

community. Importantly, the Play Strategy
recognises there is an appropriate balance to be
struck between meeting the developmental needs
of children and young people through free play
without being over-supervised and the need to
ensure they are safe and protected from crime and
anti-social behaviour.

“ACPO recognises the potential tensions and
misconceptions within communities regarding
groups of children playing on the streets and in
open spaces and the need to manage

this. Children and young people often gather in
groups and it is important to recognise their right
to associate with their friends and to play, so long
as this is within acceptable boundaries of
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behaviour and they do not prevent other members
of the community, including other young people,
safely enjoying shared public space. Crime and
anti-social behaviour will not be tolerated.

“ACPO will work with partners involved in the Play
Strategy to maximise its integration with
neighbourhood policing approaches, and will write
to police in play pathfinder authorities to encourage
them to get involved in planning at the local level
and to support local outcomes. Approaches to
children and young people in this context will need
to raise awareness of what is acceptable behaviour
and what is anti-social behaviour and, wherever
possible, finding solutions to local issues through
community dialogue and conflict resolution
between children, young people and other local
residents. ACPO is pleased that the cross-
professional training being developed through the
Play Strategy will provide support for local police to
improve skills and aid better communication with
children and young people of all ages.”

The Sustainable Development
Commission

“The Sustainable Development Commission
welcomes the new Play Strategy and the
encouragement it provides for Children’s Trusts
and Local Planning partners to create child-friendly
spaces. We are particularly pleased by the focus on
reducing barriers to play caused by road traffic,
and also welcome the promotion of green and
natural spaces as places which offer children a
range of physical and psychological health
benefits, and foster their understanding of nature.”

The Commission for Architecture and the
Built Environment
“At the Commission for Architecture and the Built

Environment (CABE), we strongly believe that
professionals working in planning, design and

management must come together in a combined
effort to create successful, well-designed
neighbourhoods. CABE welcomes the
Government’s Play Strategy and urges local
authorities to be creative and imaginative in taking
it forward. It should lead to a much more holistic,
creative and collaborative approach to the design
of play space, led by professionals with the
appropriate range of skills, knowledge and
experience. Children need to be put at the heart of
the planning and design of public space. By
integrating more playable spaces into the public
realm, a more child-friendly environment can be
created that meets the needs of the wider
community and is fun for all.”

Town and Country Planning Association

“Planners have a crucial role in the design of our
public realm, which includes spaces suitable for
play and informal recreation. We welcome the
support outlined for planners to consult local
communities, especially children, when creating
play areas. Involvement must mean being lead by
children, as with best play schemes, recognising
that young people need genuine influence over
local places and services.”

Department of Health

“Play is essential for healthy physical, psychological
and social development. Fortunately, play is what
children do best. Running around, having fun with
their friends and burning off energy is a great way
for youngstres to step up to 60 minutes of physical
activity every day.”

Sir Liam Donaldson - Chief Medical Officer

Royal Town Planning Institute

“The Royal Town Planning Institute commends this
Strategy as mapping a road towards healthier,
happier and more sustainable communities.”
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Annex C
Letter to Chief Planning Officers
and Directors of Transport

'..E. ” Department for
ommunities
...‘. and Local Government Transport

department for Department department for
//-/'\\ children, schools and families QH of lgealth culture, media

and sport

Child-friendly public space and transport

The purpose of this letter is to draw your attention to the first national Play Strategy for England which
has been published today, and to set out the role Government would like you to take in supporting its
local delivery in the context of Planning Policy Guidance 17; Planning Policy Statements 1, 3 and 12; the
Child Road Safety Strategy; and PSA13 - to improve children and young people’s safety.

See www.dcsf.gov.uk/play. Chapters 5 and 6 of the Play Strategy will be of particular interest to Chief
Planning Officers and Directors of Transport.

Extensive consultation over the summer has told us that better and safer opportunities for children’s
active, outdoor play and recreation in public space are a priority for local people. New evidence
demonstrates not only the range of benefits for children’s health and wellbeing these can bring, but also
the wider beneficial impact that more child-friendly built environments and transport can have on public
health, residents’ satisfaction with their local area as a place to live, social capital and cohesion, and
sustainable community development.

The Play Strategy recognises that planning and wider local place shaping is of fundamental importance
to the quality of space available for children to play, and to the ability of children to access that space
safely by foot and bike. We have consulted widely with planners, highways officers and professional
bodies in the development of the Strategy. Whilst local play strategies will be led by Children’s Trusts,
this will need to involve close working with the wider Local Strategic Partnership and be effectively
joined up with District Councils in two tier authorities.

The Play Strategy also highlights a new indicator for the National Indicator Set (NI199) which will come
into effect from April 2009, subject to final technical consultation. This indicator measures children’s
satisfaction with local parks and play areas.
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Current planning and highways policies set out how children’s needs should be considered in the
development of open space strategies, residential housing, road safety, street design and traffic
management. We are asking you to ensure that the spatial needs and road safety of children playing and
travelling to play areas are fully reflected in the decision-making of your departments, and would like to
highlight how we can support you in your efforts.

Planning support and guidance

Funding for every top-tier local authority — a new investment package of £235 million underpins the Play
Strategy over the period 2008-11. Every top-tier local authority will receive at least £1 million to help build
and refurbish public play sites where children need them most, with safe access routes which encourage
active and healthy journeys, as part of a strategic approach to improving play offers locally. This should
complement, rather than substitute for, the investment that local authorities and private developers make.

Play England, Government’s national delivery partner for the investment programme, will be able to
advise you on when your authority will be receiving funding and who the project leads are. Regional Play
England contacts can be found at www.playengland.org.uk

Practice Guidance under PPG17 and PPS3 - Communities and Local Government and the Department for
Children, Schools and Families will work with planning and highways officers, the Royal Town Planning
Institute, the Department of Health and other stakeholders to provide web-based guidance in support of
the policies in PPG17 and PPS3. The guidance, which will be launched in early 2009, will aim to help local
authorities to develop effective local strategies for play space and will bring together various standards
and good practice on child-friendly place making.

Professional Training — The Play Strategy also announces a programme of cross-professional training. Play
England, SkillsActive and Playwork Partnerships are developing a programme to help a range of local
professionals, especially those working outside of children’s services, to understand the relevance and
importance of children’s play and how they can support improved play opportunities and safe, active
travel for children.

Free training will be rolled out across every local authority by 2011, and will be developed in close
co-operation with the professional bodies and Sector Skills Councils. Our intention is to integrate training
with current Continuous Professional Development arrangements. The training will be developed and
tested between now and April 2009 in our first 20 Pathfinder authorities, which are listed at www.dcsf.
org.uk/play. Play England regional offices can advise on how you can get involved.

Road safety — The Child Road Safety Strategy published by the Department for Transport (2007) looks at
measures to improve child road safety. Any measures taken by your local authority to improve road
safety have the potential to improve access to play at the same time. For example, educational and
training initiatives, such as the Kerbcraft child pedestrian training scheme and Bikeability cycle training,
will help to make children and young people safer and improve their confidence in making journeys.
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Manual for Streets is DfT guidance for the planning, design, provision and approval of new residential
streets and modifications to existing ones. It aims to increase the quality of life through good design,
which can also support more outdoor play. Engineering measures that can be used to help make play
safer include, where appropriate, 20mph zones, as well as smaller scale measures such as improved
crossing facilities and junction improvements. Home Zones in urban areas and Quiet Lanes in rural areas,
which encourage mixed use of roads with low traffic volumes, can also help to create an environment
that encourages children to play outdoors.

Sustrans’ Active Play and Travel: Tackling Obesity (APT TO) programme has provided guidance

to all Play Pathfinder and Playbuilder authorities on how to ensure children and young people

can enjoy independent and active access to play provision. This short checklist can be downloaded
from www.sustrans.org.uk/play. Further guidance examining practical ways of delivering safe routes
to play will be published by Sustrans early in 2009.

Many thanks in advance for your support on this important agenda for Government.

Steve Quartermain Richard Hatfield
Chief Planner Director General
Communities and Local Government Safety, Service Delivery and Logistics

Department for Transport
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Tom Jeffery Professor David R Harper

Director General Children and Families Director General

Department for Children, Schools Health Improvement and Protection
and Families Department of Health

A&m Gos Koy

Andrew Ramsay

Director General,

Partnerships and Programmes
Department for Culture, Media and Sport
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